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The Reagan administration is 
^debating whether to issue a. pre- 
»sidential order to put the Central 
r,Iqtelligence Agency . (CIA) back 
-the domestic spy business. 
‘■iThe prospect is chilling. . ; •* 

administration is drafting 
; airTirder tmlet the CIA put under, . 

; surveillanqe;V burglarize and-or ,i 
v'uifiltrate^'Americans and • U.S:v' 
-/corporations; to gather whatever^ 
;inforrnatiOD"^it thinks mightibeg 
useful /Neither the people nor-€j> 
Tthef^companies targeted woulduT/ 
;haye to be suspect^ of crimes ‘ \ 
::or‘ pf being' foreign, agentsj^ In ,) 
;; very plain/ English/ the United r; 
//States would have its very own 
■/$ecret police. V’T . i ' 

- f Ostensibly the White House is 
'/concerned about summer teiror- 
*1 ism; perhaps more to the'lpoint 
'are 'the reports- that the?1^ite 
'Houm and CIA seek access to 
'financial data^. accumulated by 
/multinational '"corporations..' and 
■'want atsurefire means of track- 
;ing ^^down.^. emb^a^ing , news 
•leaks. (We’d' be .tempted- to clas- 
sify the Associated rtres^ story 
about the proposed!order asksuch 
' ;a- leak, / except' that?; the stoics ' 

. widespread//' dissenoination • su^ 
gestsatrialballboh..) -'/H. 

;>-;R^ardftss»S^no jfree societjr’. • 
. Mni- tolerate“//a:- ‘:Se(aet ’^poUce-^ 

; fbi^, secretly/ funded, spying on • 
its dtizensf and businesses and 


■ r ■ - 


extracting Official revenge for 
whatever misdeeds it decides 
have. been committed. 


The: corruption . of the CIA by 
the r>teon administration for its 
own y/ political purposes fully 
justified' congressional attempts 
to check the agency and require 
some accountability from it 
Those ' reins should / not be 
loosened' in- response -to phony 
charges from the extreme right 
wing that the agency can’t do its 
job if fonjpd to respect the con- 
stitutional. rights of American 
citizens. 

The FBI — openly funded and 
restrained by the Constitution 
and courts , — legally is charged 
with investigating domestic espi- 
onage and coping with terrorism 
if and when it occurs. If the FBI 
needs. to be beefed up with addi- 
tional manpower, that is a prop- 
er budgetary exercise; if the CIA 
should be tipping the FBI that 
foreign spies are enroute to or 
have entered this country, that is 
a proper subject of executive or- 
der,...,. - ,. - . 

It is a totally improper execu- 
tive order which, seeks to trans- 
fer the FBI mandate to the CIA, 
which- by its charter is forbidden 
to engage in domestic spying. 

/That such an order even is be- 
ing entertained is utterly fright- 
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